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untried men for such positions. If General Grant thinks
he can take up five or six men, personal adherents, syco-
phants like Washburne, money-givers like Stewart and
Borie, to discharge the highest and most responsible po-
sitions, and believes that such persons can successfully
administer the government, he is himself unfit for the
place of Chief Magistrate. But if General Grant has as-
pirations above and beyond the Constitution, he might
well put in his Cabinet men without knowledge of, or ex-
perience in, public affairs, men who themselves mean well
and have no unhallowed ambition, but who are ignorant
of the structure and workings of our peculiar system. I
impute no wrong motives to these men, with the exception
of Creswell and Washburne. But, with the limited ideas
which most of them possess, they can be easily led into
error by a cunning and ambitious man of ability and at the
head of the government.

Grant has both avarice and ambition. Two of the men
have been liberal in their donations, and he appreciates
their gifts. Washburne is servile and obsequious, Of Hoar
I know little, and nothing to his personal disparagement.
He belongs to the school of centralists, and is, I doubt not,
committed to what are called the "Reconstruction"
measures, by which States and people, in violation of
the Constitution, are despoiled of their rights. Cox is
patriotic, but with less ability, perhaps, than Hoar.

March 6, Saturday. There is disturbance and trouble
in the Radical camp. Mr. Stewart is not ready to give up
his extensive business for the office of Secretary of the
Treasury. Grant did not know that it was illegal for an
extensive importer to be Secretary of the Treasury. A
sagacious and honest-minded man would have seen the
incompatibility of such a conjunction, even were there no
legal objections. Had Grant been less secretive, he would
have been wiser. His friends, had he consulted them,
would have advised him properly. Stewart, of course,
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